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appendix A: solmet
radiation data

These data were “manufactured” from local weather data and then correlated 
with similar weather conditions in the Lower 48. In the case of coastal sites in 
Alaska, the correlations were done using data from Seattle. If the sites were 
continental or arctic climates, the correlations were made using data from Great 
Falls, Montana. These are not ideal data, but they are in a useful format. Tapes 
of SOLMET data are available from the National Climatic Center, NOAA, Ashe-
ville, NC 18801.

To convert solar radiation in BTU per square foot to kilojoules per square meter, 
multiply by the conversion factor 0.088 KJ/m2/BTU/ft2. To convert solar radia-
tion data in BTU per square foot to langleys (calories per square centimeter), 
multiply by the conversion factor 0.271246 langleys/BTU/ft2.



114



115



116



117


